TESTIMONY BEFORE THE

OHIO HOUSE HEALTH COMMITTEE 

IN OPPOSITION TO HOUSE BILL 228

To: Ohio House Health Committee

c/o  Rep. John White, Chair

June 13, 2006

Rev. Lois M. Powell

United Church of Christ

Cleveland, Ohio

216-736-3715

powelll@ucc.org


Chairperson White and members of the House Health Committee, thank you for this opportunity to testify in opposition to House Bill 228.  My name is Lois Powell and I am an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ which has more than 400 local congregations in the state of Ohio and over 118,000 members.  Since 1969, the United Church of Christ has supported women’s access to safe and legal abortion.


One of the reasons we have done so is because we take seriously the establishment clause of the United States Constitution.  We live in a religiously pluralistic nation and state and among religious groups who have thought through this issue carefully and have done so in the context of upholding the sacredness of life, no consensus exists on the issue of the morality of abortion or on when human personhood begins.  House Bill 228 would interfere with the religious liberties of faith groups who understand that the decision to terminate a pregnancy can be a sound moral decision, one which is consistent with one’s faith and values.


I am also the Chairperson of the Board of Directors for the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice which is comprised of 40 faith-based member organizations which, since 1973, represents the majority of Americans who believe that decisions on when and how many children to bring in to the world must be a decision a woman makes in conjunction with her faith, moral values and her God.  The Religious Coalition believes that our pro-choice voice of faith must be heard.


But I want to tell you a story, which is the most significant reason why I am opposed to this bill.  In 1970, I was a 19 year old Oberlin College student who became pregnant as a result of what I understood many years later to be date rape.  In the days before Roe, courageous clergypersons formed a network to counsel, support, and, if requested, refer women to safe services to terminate unwanted pregnancies.  I was fortunate that the Dean of Students at the college referred me to one such minister at this time.  His counsel was compassionate and thorough.


He referred me to a clinic in New York City, located in a state that had just made abortion legal, where my first trimester pregnancy was terminated safely and legally.  My mother met me there and offered me her support as well.  I have never regretted this decision.  I have since counseled other women confronted with unplanned or unintended pregnancies, especially when issues of faith, religion and moral values have been troubling for them.  My role is to assist them in making a decision that is right for her.


House Bill 228 would have made a felon of the Dean of Students who referred me to the minister, and of the minister who offered support to me during a time of personal crisis.  It would have made felons of the students with whom I drove to New York.  Who knows – maybe my mother would have been a felon, too.


House Bill 228 is wrong for many, many reasons.  Please, we cannot stop providing women in this state the full range of reproductive care they deserve.  Let an ethic of compassion and justice for women of all ages guide your determination – not an ethic of punishment and harm.


Thank you.

