Sample letter for pro-choice Catholics
Your name and address]

June …, 2006

House Health Committee

c/o Rep. John White, Chair

Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus, Ohio 43215

To the Ohio House Health Committee:

My name is [ ……………….].  I am writing to oppose H.B. 228, the total ban on abortion which also bans transporting women to another state for an abortion. 
I oppose a ban on abortion because I am a member of _____________ Catholic Church. There is much in the Catholic tradition that supports the pro-choice position. There is a mistaken belief that the Catholic Church has spoken definitively and unchangingly on abortion. However, a careful reading of church documents shows that while the prohibition of abortion is a serious teaching, room remains for Catholics to support the legalization of abortion and even its morality in a wide range of circumstances. And an examination of core principles of Catholic theology reveals a tradition that respects the capacity of individuals to make moral decisions and respects the moral agency of all women. 
Like most Catholics, I support legalized abortion for the sake of all Catholic women in the U.S.  Catholic women have abortions at the same rate as women in the population as a whole.  
I also oppose H.B. 228 because of my own experience with/ knowledge about abortion.  [Here you can tell a personal story, or a story about a friend or relative who has had an abortion.  Tell why you think there should not be a ban on abortion or transporting someone to have an abortion.] 

Recent surveys also show that most Catholics support the use of contraception, even by minors, and the teaching of comprehensive sexuality education in the public schools.  (Over 90% of sexually active Catholic women have used some form of modern contraceptive and only 2% use the form approved by church leaders.)  Increasing access to contraceptives, teaching accurate sex education to youth, and increasing state support for family planning are the measures proposed in H.B. 588, “Prevention First.” These measures will decrease the number of unintended pregnancies and, therefore, the number of abortions.  I urge you to support H.B. 588 rather than voting for H.B. 228.  H.B. 228 will not eliminate abortion, it will only make it more dangerous.

Sincerely,

[Name]
P.S. The factual information in this letter can be found at the website of Catholics for Free Choice: www.catholicsforchoice.org.

