Sample letter for Conservative Judaism
[Letterhead: Your Name and Address]

June …, 2006

House Health Committee

c/o Rep. John White, Chair

Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus, Ohio 43215

To the Ohio House Health Committee:

My name is [ ……………….].  I am writing to oppose H.B. 228, the total ban on abortion which also bans transporting women to another state for an abortion.  I oppose a ban on abortion because I am a member of [Congregation] _____________ , which is a member of the United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism. 

In 1989, the United Synagogue reaffirmed its 1975 statement regarding abortion which said, in part,

   Judaism does not believe that personhood and human rights begin with conception. The premise that personhood begins with conception is founded on a religious position which is not identical with Jewish tradition. Therefore, under special circumstances, Judaism chooses and requires abortion as an act which affirms and protects the life, well being and health of the mother. To deny a Jewish woman and her family the ability to obtain a safe, legal abortion when so mandated by Jewish tradition, is to deprive Jews of their fundamental right of religious freedom…

In the same 1975 statement, the United Synagogue resolved that it would continue to affirm its strong support for the 1973 Supreme Court decision of Roe v. Wade, and that “any weakening, limitation, or withdrawal of the Roe decision is sure to produce tragic consequences.”  
In addition, my own [experience with/ knowledge about] abortion leads me to oppose any ban on abortion.  [Here you can tell a personal story, or a story about a friend or relative who has had an abortion.  Tell why you think there should not be a ban on abortion or transporting someone to have an abortion.] 

Therefore, I oppose H.B. 228 because of my religion’s stance and my own experiences and observations. Moreover I regard any ban on abortion as depriving me of my religious freedom.  I urge you to vote against H.B. 228. Instead, I ask you to support H.B. 588, “Prevention First” which includes measures, such as increasing funding for family planning and providing access to contraceptives and accurate sex education, which would reduce the number of unintended pregnancies and, thereby, the number of abortions.
Sincerely,

[Name]

United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism, 1975 (reaffirmed 1989)

   Jewish tradition cherishes the sanctity of life, even the potential of life which a pregnant woman carries within her. Under certain unfortunate circumstances, such as when the life or health of the mother are in jeopardy, Judaism sanctions, even mandates, abortion. Judaism does not, however, condone or permit abortion for contraceptive purposes; and

   Judaism does not believe that personhood and human rights begin with conception. The premise that personhood begins with conception is founded on a religious position which is not identical with Jewish tradition. Therefore, under special circumstances, Judaism chooses and requires abortion as an act which affirms and protects the life, well being and health of the mother. To deny a Jewish woman and her family the ability to obtain a safe, legal abortion when so mandated by Jewish tradition, is to deprive Jews of their fundamental right of religious freedom;

   Now, therefore, be it resolved that the United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism continues to affirm its strong support for the 1973 Supreme Court decision of Roe v. Wade. Any weakening, limitation, or withdrawal of the Roe v. Wade decision is sure to produce tragic consequences.
