Sample letter for United Methodists
Your Address]

June …, 2006

House Health Committee

c/o Rep. John White, Chair

Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus, Ohio 43215

To the Ohio House Health Committee:

My name is [ ……………….].  I am writing to oppose H.B. 228, the total ban on abortion and on transporting women to another state for an abortion.  I oppose H.B.228 because I am a member of _____________ Methodist Church.  The United Methodist Church supports the right to choose an abortion, “after thoughtful and prayerful consideration by the parties involved, with medical, pastoral, and other appropriate counsel.”
The United Methodist Church acknowledges there are circumstances in which abortion is a moral choice, and it supports the legal right to abortion:
In continuity with past Christian teaching, we recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify abortion, and in such cases, we support the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures.  …When an unacceptable pregnancy occurs, a family, and most of all the pregnant woman, is confronted with the need to make a difficult decision. We believe that continuance of a pregnancy which endangers the life or health of the mother, or poses other serious problems concerning the life, health, or mental capability of the child to be, is not a moral necessity. In such a case, we believe the path of mature Christian judgment may indicate the advisability of abortion. We support the legal right to abortion as established by the 1973 Supreme Court decisions. We encourage women in counsel with husbands, doctors, and pastors to make their own responsible decisions concerning the personal or moral questions surrounding the issue of abortion. – Resolution on Responsible Parenthood, Readopted, 2004

I also oppose H.B. 228 because of my own experience with/ knowledge about abortion.  [Here you can tell a personal story, or a story about a friend or relative who has had an abortion.  Tell why you think there should not be a ban on abortion or transporting someone to have an abortion. For example:  I do not think that a ban will reduce abortions; it will just make them more dangerous.] 

The United Methodist Church says that: “We call all Christians to a searching and prayerful inquiry into the sorts of conditions that may warrant abortion.”  As a Methodist, I think that we are morally obligated to provide women with the means to avoid the “unacceptable” pregnancies that end in abortion. Accurate sex education, access to contraception and emergency contraception, as well as increased state support for family planning, all the measures included in H.B. 588 “Prevention First” will decrease the number of unacceptable pregnancies and reduce the number of abortions.  Therefore, I ask the Health Committee to vote against H.B. 228 and hold a hearing on H.B. 588.
Sincerely,

[name]
United Methodist Church, 2004, excerpt in We Affirm (RCRC publication)
   The church's current position on abortion, approved by the 2004 General Conference, is found in the Book of Discipline, Social Principles.

    Abortion—“The beginning of life and the ending of life are the God-given boundaries of human existence. While individuals have always had some degree of control over when they would die, they now have the awesome power to determine when and even whether new individuals will be born. Our belief in the sanctity of unborn human life makes us reluctant to approve abortion. But we are equally bound to respect the sacredness of the life and well-being of the mother, for whom devastating damage may result from an unacceptable pregnancy. In continuity with past Christian teaching, we recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify abortion, and in such cases, we support the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures. We cannot affirm abortion as an acceptable means of birth control, and we unconditionally reject it as a means of gender selection. We oppose the use of late-term abortion known as dilation and extraction (partial-birth abortion) and call for the end of this practice except when the physical life of the mother is in danger and no other medical procedure is available, or in the case of severe fetal anomalies incompatible with life. We call all Christians to a searching and prayerful inquiry into the sorts of conditions that may warrant abortion. We commit our Church to continue to provide nurturing ministries to those who terminate a pregnancy, to those in the midst of a crisis pregnancy, and to those who give birth.  We particularly encourage the Church, the government, and social service agencies to support and facilitate the option of adoption. Governmental laws and regulations do not provide all the guidance required by the informed Christian conscience. Therefore, a decision concerning abortion should be made only after thoughtful and prayerful consideration by the parties involved, with medical, pastoral, and other appropriate counsel.”
     
     When an unacceptable pregnancy occurs, a family, and most of all the pregnant woman, is confronted with the need to make a difficult decision. We believe that continuance of a pregnancy which endangers the life or health of the mother, or poses other serious problems concerning the life, health, or mental capability of the child to be, is not a moral necessity. In such a case, we believe the path of mature Christian judgment may indicate the advisability of abortion. We support the legal right to abortion as established by the 1973 Supreme Court decisions. We encourage women in counsel with husbands, doctors, and pastors to make their own responsible decisions concerning the personal or moral questions surrounding the issue of abortion. – Resolution on Responsible Parenthood, Readopted, 2004

