Sample letter for United Church of Christ

[Letterhead: Your Name and Address]

June …, 2006

House Health Committee

c/o Rep. John White, Chair

Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus, Ohio 43215

To the Ohio House Health Committee:

My name is [ ……………….].  I am writing to oppose H.B. 228, the total ban on abortion which also bans transporting women to another state for an abortion.  I oppose a ban on abortion because I am a member of _____________ , United  Church of Christ. 
During its 16th General Synod in 1987, the United Church of Christ resolved, in part, that it:

· upholds the right of men and women to have access to adequately funded family planning services, and to safe, legal abortions as one option among others;

· urges pastors, members, local churches, conferences and instrumentalities to oppose actively legislation and amendments which seek to revoke or limits access to safe and legal abortions.
I oppose a ban on abortion because my religion supports the decision of the Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade and H.B. 228 is the first step in an attempt to revoke that decision.
In addition, my own [experience with/ knowledge about] abortion leads me to oppose any ban on abortion.  [Here you can tell a personal story, or a story about a friend or relative who has had an abortion.  Tell why you think there should not be a ban on abortion or transporting someone to have an abortion.] 

Therefore, I oppose H.B. 228 because of my religion’s stance and my own experiences and observations. I urge you to vote against H.B. 228. Instead, I ask you to support H.B. 588, “Prevention First” which includes measures, such as increasing funding for family planning and providing access to contraceptives and accurate sex education, which would reduce the number of unintended pregnancies and, thereby, the number of abortions.

Sincerely,

[Name]

United Church of Christ, 1987 

(Statements regarding freedom of choice were also passed in 1971, 1973, 1977, 1979, 1981, 1985, 1989, and 1991.)

   Whereas, women and men must make decisions about unplanned or unwanted pregnancies that involve their physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being; and

   …Whereas, abortion is a social justice issue, both for parents dealing with pregnancy and parenting under highly stressed circumstances, as well as for our society as a whole;

   …Therefore, be it resolved, that the Sixteenth General Synod:

· affirms the sacredness of all life, and the need to protect and defend human life in particular;

· encourages persons facing unplanned pregnancies to consider giving birth and parenting the child, or releasing the child for adoption, before abortion; 

· upholds the right of men and women to have access to adequately funded family planning services, and 

to safe, legal abortions as one option among others;

· affirms the need for adequately funded support systems, including health and day care services, for those who choose to raise children…

· urges the United Church of Christ, at all levels, to provide educational resources and programs to persons, especially young persons, to help reduce the incidence of unplanned and unwanted pregnancies, and to encourage responsible approaches to sexual behavior...
· urges pastors, members, local churches, conferences and instrumentalities to oppose actively legislation and amendments which seek to revoke or limits access to safe and legal abortions.
