Sample letter for Unitarian Universalists

[Letterhead: Your Name and Address]

June …, 2006

House Health Committee

c/o Rep. John White, Chair

Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus, Ohio 43215

To the Ohio House Health Committee:

My name is [ ……………….].  I am writing to oppose H.B. 228, the total ban on abortion which also bans transporting women to another state for an abortion.  I oppose a ban on abortion because I am a member of _____________ Unitarian Universalist Church.  

My Church is part of the Unitarian Universalist Association, which, at its 1987 General Assembly, reaffirmed its historic position, which was first stated in 1963, supporting the right to choose contraception and abortion as legitimate aspects of the right to privacy.  In 1987, the UUA also resolved that:

Individual Unitarian Universalists… actively oppose all legislation, regulations and administrative action, at any level of government, intended to undermine or circumvent the Roe v. Wade decision; and communicate their opposition to such attempts to their legislative representatives….

The reasons for opposing such legislation are that Unitarian Universalists believe that:

· the inherent worth and dignity of every person, the right of individual conscience, and respect for human life are inalienable right due every person, 
· the personal right to choose in regard to contraception and abortion is an important aspect of these rights.   
· pain, suffering, and loss of life were widespread prior to the legalization of abortion in 1973, and

· such legislation is an infringement of the principle of separation of church and state in that it tries to enact private morality into public law.
In addition to these very good reasons given by my church, I also oppose H.B. 228 because of my own experience with/ knowledge about abortion.  [Here you can tell a personal story, or a story about a friend or relative who has had an abortion.  Tell why you think there should not be a ban on abortion or transporting someone to have an abortion.] 

Because of my Unitarian Universalist principles and my own experiences, I support the measures in H.B. 588 “Prevention First”—increasing family planning funding and access to contraception and providing medically accurate and appropriate sexuality education to youth at an early age.  These measures would decrease the number of unintended pregnancies—and therefore, the number of abortions while a ban will not eliminate abortion but will only make it more dangerous.  So I urge you to support H.B. 588 and to vote against H.B. 228.

Sincerely,

[Name] 

Unitarian Universalist Association, 1987 General Resolution
(reaffirming 1963, 1968, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1978, 1980)

Because Unitarian Universalists believe that the inherent worth and dignity of every person, the right of individual conscience, and respect for human life are inalienable right due every person, and that the personal right to choose in regard to contraception and abortion is an important aspect of these rights; and Because we believe in tolerance and compassion for persons whose choices may differ from our own; and Because we believe not only in the value of life itself but also in the quality of life; and

Whereas pain, suffering, and loss of life were widespread prior to the legalization of abortion in 1973 by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1973 (Roe v. Wade) and the 1969 amendments to the Criminal Code of Canada; the issue of abortion is morally complex, abortion must remain a legal option; and attempts are now being made to restrict access to birth control and abortion by overriding individual decisions of conscience, and attacks in legislatures, courts, and the streets often result in depriving poor women of their right to medical care; and such legislation is an infringement of the principle of separation of church and state in that it tries to enact private morality into public law…
   Therefore be it resolved that the 1987 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association reaffirms its historic position, supporting the right to choose contraception and abortion as legitimate aspects of the right to privacy; and we reaffirm the right to choose contraception and abortion as a legitimate expression of our constitutional rights.
   Be it further resolved that individual Unitarian Universalists

· educate themselves, their congregation, and the public about the new moral understandings emergent in the works of feminist theologians and social ethicists; and 

· oppose any move to deny or restrict the distribution of government funds as a means of restricting access to full contraceptive and abortion counseling and/or services, at home or abroad; and Unitarian Universalists actively oppose all legislation, regulations and administrative action, at any level of government intended to undermine or circumvent the Roe v. Wade decision; and 

· communicate their opposition to such attempts to their legislative representatives and to the electorate; expose and oppose bogus clinics and other tactics that infringe on the free exercise of the right to choose; and promote legislation funding safe abortions for low-income women….

