Sample letter for Reform Judaism
[Letterhead: Your Name and Address]

June …, 2006

House Health Committee

c/o Rep. John White, Chair

Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus, Ohio 43215

To the Ohio House Health Committee:

My name is [ ……………….].  I am writing to oppose H.B. 228, the total ban on abortion which also bans transporting women to another state for an abortion.  I oppose a ban on abortion because I am a member of [Congregation/Temple] _____________ , which is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism.  
In 1990, the Union for Reform Judaism reaffirmed its 1975 commitment to the right of a woman to choose abortion. In that statement, the Biennial Convention passed a resolution to:

· Endorse the 1973 United States Supreme Court decision on Roe v. Wade and deplore all attempts, legislative and judicial, to dismantle it…. 

· Support the use of public hospitals and clinics, however defined, for the performance of abortions…

· Affirm the right of health professionals, those publicly employed and those in private practice, to provide reproductive service counseling and advice, including information about family planning, contraception and abortion, and to perform abortions; 

· Oppose the criminalization of either the health professionals who perform or assist at abortions or the women who receive them…
In addition, my own [experience with/ knowledge about] abortion leads me to oppose any ban on abortion.  [Here you can tell a personal story, or a story about a friend or relative who has had an abortion.  Tell why you think there should not be a ban on abortion or transporting someone to have an abortion.] 

Therefore, I oppose H.B. 228 because of my religion’s stance and my own experiences and observations. I urge you to vote against H.B. 228. Instead, I ask you to support H.B. 588, “Prevention First” which includes measures, such as increasing funding for family planning and providing access to contraceptives and accurate sex education, which would reduce the number of unintended pregnancies and, thereby, the number of abortions.

Sincerely,

[Name]
Union for Reform Judaism, 1975 (reaffirmed 1981, 1990)

· Affirm our unwavering commitment to the protection and preservation of the reproductive rights of women; pledge our presence and support wherever, whenever, and for however long our goal may require it at the federal, state and local levels of government; further, we affirm our commitment to work in coalition with compatible pro-choice groups. 

· Endorse the 1973 United States Supreme Court decision on Roe v. Wade and deplore all attempts, legislative and judicial, to dismantle it.

· Support non-restrictive federal and state funding of reproductive services, including abortion, and non-restrictive private insurer coverage. 

· Support minors' access to reproductive health services, including contraceptives and abortion, unrestricted by parental notification, parental permission, or other court ordered requirements. 

· Support the use of public hospitals and clinics, however defined, for the performance of abortions, with unrestricted access and funding for women who need it; affirm the right of health professionals, those publicly employed and those in private practice, to provide reproductive service counseling and advice, including information about family planning, contraception and abortion, and to perform abortions; oppose the criminalization of either the health professionals who perform or assist at abortions or the women who receive them and affirm the obligation of local governments to protect physically the clients, staff, and premises of reproductive care facilities against the actions of anti-choice persons and groups.

