Sample letter for Presbyterians (USA)
[Your address]
June …, 2006

House Health Committee

c/o Rep. John White, Chair

Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus, Ohio 43215

To the Ohio House Health Committee:

My name is [ ……………….].  I am writing to oppose H.B. 228, the total ban on abortion. which also criminalizes transporting women to another state for an abortion.  I oppose H.B. 228 because I am a member of _____________  Presbyterian Church. The Presbyterian Church (USA) affirms “the ability and responsibility of women, guided by the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit, to make good moral choices in regard to problem pregnancies.”  Problem Pregnancies and Abortion, 1992
The Presbyterian Church also opposes restrictive abortion laws that would provide criminal penalties:

 We do not wish to see laws enacted that would attach criminal penalties to those who seek abortions or to appropriately qualified and licensed persons who perform abortions in medically approved facilities….               
The Presbyterian Church finds there are many circumstances in which abortion could be a moral, although not the only, solution:

The considered decision of a woman to terminate a pregnancy can be a morally acceptable, though certainly not the only or required, decision. Possible justifying circumstances would include medical indications of severe physical or mental deformity, conception as a result of rape or incest, or conditions under which the physical or mental health of either woman or child would be gravely threatened.
I also oppose H.B. 228, because of my own [experience with/ knowledge about] abortion.  [Here you can tell a personal story, or a story about a friend or relative who has had an abortion.  Tell why you think there should not be a ban on abortion. For example: I do not think that a ban will reduce abortions; it will just make them more dangerous.] 

The Presbyterian Church says that we should be concerned about the circumstances that cause women to consider abortion:
Poverty, unjust societal realities, sexism, racism, and inadequate supportive relationships may render a woman virtually powerless to choose freely….
I believe that accurate sex education, access to contraception and emergency contraception, as well as increased state support for family planning, help to combat these circumstances which lead to abortion. These measures are provided for in H.B. 588, “Prevention First,” and will decrease the number of unintended pregnancies and, therefore, the number of abortions.  I urge you to support and hold a hearing on H.B. 588, rather than voting for H.B. 228.

Sincerely,

[Name]

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), From “Problem Pregnancies and Abortion,” 1992, from We Affirm (published by RCRC)
   Problem pregnancies are the result of, and influenced by, so many complicated and insolvable circumstances that we have neither the wisdom nor the authority to address or decide each situation….

   We affirm the ability and responsibility of women, guided by the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit, to make good moral choices in regard to problem pregnancies.

   The considered decision of a woman to terminate a pregnancy can be a morally acceptable, though certainly not the only or required, decision. Possible justifying circumstances would include medical indications of severe physical or mental deformity, conception as a result of rape or incest, or conditions under which the physical or mental health of either woman or child would be gravely threatened.

   We are disturbed by abortions that seem to be elected only as a convenience or to ease embarrassment. We affirm that abortion should not be used as a method of birth control….

   We do not wish to see laws enacted that would attach criminal penalties to those who seek abortions or to appropriately qualified and licensed persons who perform abortions in medically approved facilities….

   The Christian community must be concerned about and address the circumstances that bring a woman to consider abortion as the best available option. Poverty, unjust societal realities, sexism, racism, and inadequate supportive relationships may render a woman virtually powerless to choose freely….

   By affirming the ability and responsibility of a woman to make good moral choices regarding problem pregnancies, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) does not advocate abortion but instead acknowledges circumstances in a sinful world that may make abortion the least objectionable of difficult options….

