Sample letter for Episcopalians
Your Address]

June …, 2006

House Health Committee

c/o Rep. John White, Chair

Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus, Ohio 43215

To the Ohio House Health Committee:

My name is [ ……………….].  I am writing to oppose H.B. 228, the total ban on abortion which also bans transporting women, or causing them to be transported to another state for an abortion.  I oppose a ban on abortion because I am a member of _____________ Episcopal Church. The Episcopal Church supports a woman’s right to make decisions about abortion according to her own conscience. The Episcopal Church’s national statement urges its members, when considering whether to exercise the legal right to have a medically safe abortion, “to seek the dictates of their conscience in prayer, to seek the advice and counsel of members of the Christian community and , where appropriate, the sacramental life of the Church.”  
The Episcopal Church also opposes legislation which would restrict abortion in a way that interferes with a woman’s right to exercise her own conscience.  Specifically, in 1994, at its 71st General Convention, the Church made this public statement:
“We believe that legislation concerning abortions will not address the root of the problem. We therefore express our deep conviction that any proposed legislation on the part of national or state governments regarding abortions must take special care to see that individual conscience is respected and that the responsibility of individuals to reach informed decisions in this matter is acknowledged and honored as the position of this church….”

I also oppose H.B. 228, because of my own experience with/ knowledge about abortion.  [Here you can tell a personal story, or a story about a friend or relative who has had an abortion.  Tell why you think there should not be a ban on abortion or transporting someone to have an abortion. For example:I do not think that a ban will reduce abortions; it will just make them more dangerous.] 
The Episcopal Church supports responsible family planning.  I believe that accurate sex education, access to contraception and emergency contraception, as well as increased state support for family planning, is required for responsible family planning.  These are the measures proposed in H.B. 588, “Prevention First,” which will decrease the number of unintended pregnancies and, therefore, the number of abortions.  I urge you to support H.B. 588 and hold a hearing on it, rather than voting for H.B. 228.

Sincerely,

[Name]
Episcopal statement from We Affirm (Published by RCRC)

The Episcopal Church
‘All human life is sacred from its inception until death.  The church takes seriously its obligation to help form, the consciences of its members concerning this sacredness.  Human life, therefore should be initiated only advisedly and in full accord with this understanding of thepower to conceive and give birth, which is bestowed by God..;.;

   The Book of Common Prayer affirms that “the birth of a child is a joyous and solemn occasion in the life of a family. It is also an occasion for rejoicing in the Christian community” (p.440). As Christians we also affirm responsible family planning.
[   We regard all abortion as having a tragic dimension, calling for the concern and compassion of all the Christian community…. 1988 statement]
While we acknowledge that in this country it is the legal right of every women to have a medically safe abortion, as Christians we belifve strongly that if this right is exercised, it should be used only in extreme situations.  We emphatically oppose abortion as a means of birth control, family planning, sex selection, or any reason of mere convenience.

   In those cases where an abortion is being considered, members of this Church are urged to seek the dictates of their consciences in prayer, to seek the advice and counsel of members of the Christian community and where appropriate the sacramental life of this Church….
   We believe that legislation concerning abortions will not address the root of the problem. We therefore express our deep conviction that any proposed legislation on the part of national or state governments regarding abortions must take special care to see that individual conscience is respected and that the responsibility of individuals to reach informed decisions in this matter is acknowledged and honored as the position of this church….





--71st General Convention of the Episcopal Church, 1994

