FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

93 West Weisheimer Road, Columbus, Ohio

October 18th, 2005

Health Committee 

Ohio House of Representatives
State House

Columbus, Ohio
 

Re: H.B. 239


To the Health Committee

I am the Rev. Dr. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister at First Unitarian Universalist
Church of Columbus. I serve a large congregation on the north side of town.

The foundational religious principle of both the Unitarians and the Universalists 
for hundreds of years has been freedom. Freedom from coercion in matters of faith and morals. 

We have taught for four hundred years that faith that is coerced is not faith at all. We have worked to keep the United States a nation where all religious people of whatever faith may practice without the state making laws to invalidate their rights under the constitution.

House Bill 239 says that my religious tradition and heritage is not welcome
in Ohio. That other religious traditions have the right to determine policy, and that mine is simply wrong.  Despite the fact that five presidents of the United States claimed the Unitarian faith as their own, including Presidents Jefferson, Adams, and Taft.

House Bill 239 says clearly that the Constitution of the United States and
the interpretations of that Constitution by the Supreme Court of this land are simply invalid in Ohio.   Discrimination on the basis of religion will be allowed here. Roe v. Wade is simply cancelled by the Ohio legislature. And rape and incest are inconsequential to a woman.

The issue of abortion is undoubtedly a controversial subject. But it is also true
that different religions in this nation have always had different approaches to facing that controversy. 


In our tradition, the moral decision to terminate a pregnancy is the right of the pregnant woman herself, whom, we teach, has the moral capacity and intelligence to make such a decision ethically, while standing firm on a noble and strong religious tradition.

Furthermore, the bill in question is deceptive (and I cannot think of any religion that favors deception) in that it redefines therapeutic abortion, and effectively redefines low-income women as second class citizens.

I appeal to you to defeat this deceptive legislation on clear moral grounds.

Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. Mark Belletini
Senior Parish Minister


