June 11th, 2006


Rev. Dr. Mark Belletini
Senior Minister, First Unitarian Universalist Church 

of Columbus for 8 years.

Re. House Bill 228

Folks critical of Ohio House Bill 228 are often saying that this is
simply a way to force Ohio into the fray to destroy Roe. vs. Wade.

I beg to differ. I say instead, this is a bid to overthrow the very first provision of the Bill of Rights. “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

HB 228 does just that. It establishes a particular religion as the state religion, by
saying that religions that do not agree with a singular faith position have no place
in this state or nation. The provisions of HB 228 criminalize very many people in
the congregation I serve, and the Association of Free Churches I support.


The decision of a woman to terminate her pregnancy is a sacred decision of that woman. That is because for hundreds of years, my religious ancestors proclaimed that all religious decisions of moral action and profound faith belonged to the individual,
not to state coercion or any specific religious synod, bishop or creed.

My religious body is small, but not the only one by any means whose theology reflects such a free approach. But in a democratic republic, the smaller religious bodies are to be protected, not disbanded. 

HB 228 illegalizes the theology of my heritage and church, as well as many other churches and synagogues and mosques and sanghas. It oppresses the women who make this sacred and difficult decision by labeling them as wanton, cruel murderers, and penalizing any other heart around them showing due compassion for the reality of pregnancy due to rape or incest. 

The overturning of the Constitution of the United States is a serious assault on
the hard-won dreams of our forebears. But this is exactly what is going on.
It’s time to put a stop to this. The poor get poorer, the infrastructure crumbles,
education fades, and a few cunning individuals want to distract us all from the
real issues by trying to dismantle the national Constitution, one state at a time.
Outrageous. 



