To:  Members of the Health Committee of the Ohio House of Representatives hearing testimony on H.B. 228 on June 13, 2006
 

From:  Carolyn L. Piper, retired American Baptist clergy

 

Re:  Opposing H.B. 228

 

Date:  June 7, 2006

 

As part of a people whose contribution to our American way of life is the separation of Church and State, I strongly urge the complete defeat of H.B. 228.  This Bill presumes a uniform approach to the many matters of faith and belief practices in all the religions represented in Ohio and this is, of course, not true.  

This Bill also presumes to dictate the relationships between members of a faith/religious group and those chosen to act as guides and counselors to the members.  

This Bill completely ignores the role and needs of women and treats pregnancy as a right of the state under all circumstances.  Forcing women to carry a pregnancy to term is NOT a right of the state but a matter to be decided by the woman and those she chooses as her advisors.

 

The State of Ohio has many different faith/religious groups and each of these has varying understandings of when life begins and when life ends.  As Ohioans and therefore citizens of the United States of America we all live between individual freedom and responsibility.  H.B.228 removes this freedom and responsibility from the citizenry and gives it to the State of Ohio.  People would then no longer be free to live out their values, religious or otherwise.  This is called a totalitarian society.  

 

Each faith/religious group has a responsibility to its adherents to teach and support, in whatever way it can, its own understanding of matters of life and death.  No faith/religious group has the right to legislate for everyone else – this is to combine church and state and make them one and this is NOT the American way.  To criminalize those who disagree is also NOT the American way.  To criminalize those who provide guidance and care, whether religious or medical, is also NOT the American way.  The role of the state is to provide guidelines/laws that make it possible for all its citizens to live healthy productive lives without violating their religious freedom.
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