THE REVEREND CAROLYN PIPER

5892 LINWORTH ROAD

WORTHINGTON, OH 43085

October 18, 2005

Health Committee 

Ohio House of Representatives

State House

Columbus, Ohio

Re: H.B. 239

To the Health Committee:

The role of state government is to oversee the provision of safe, available facilities for the delivery of health care, including abortion.  The sacredness of life is a religious and faith issue and understood differently by the citizenry. Defining this is not a responsibility of the state.  Therefore to legislate as though all the citizens were of one mind is a breach of the constitutional guarantee of Separation of Church and State.  
 

All people are encouraged to align themselves with those who can help them create a faith or belief structure.  This may be a religious group that provides education, support, community building, service opportunities, worship opportunities.  But it is not the right of any group to legislate for all citizens, especially when there are so many perspectives.  

Decisions concerning pregnancy and abortion are to be left to the woman who is pregnant and those whom she trusts to help her make these decisions.  She did not become pregnant alone but she bears the responsibility for the decision and has the right to do so without legislative interference.  

 

H.B. 239 is a punitive bill that punishes women who are not able, for whatever reason, to complete the pregnancy.  There is no concern for her or for her medical caregivers. Ohio needs legislation that values women and provides protection for her necessary care and caregivers.

 

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn L. Piper (the Reverend)

Retired, American Baptist Pastor.     

