June 12, 2006

House Health Committee

c/o Rep. John White, Chair

Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus, Ohio 43215

 

To the Ohio House Health Committee:

 

My name is Phyllis Byard.  I am writing to oppose H.B. 228, the total ban on abortion which also bans transporting women to another state for an abortion.
 
Please do not turn back the clock!  Many of you are too young to remember how awful the situation was for young women who became pregnant when they hadn’t planned to. I remember!  I was born in 1933, during the depression. My mother told me stories of young women who had illegal abortions. They were phenomenally dangerous. At least some of these women were married but due to the dire financial condition of the Country, found it impossible to support additional children.  Women in that predicament often tried to self-abort with horrible consequences. 
 
After abortion became legalized in the U.S., these “backroom,” dangerous procedures were replaced with sterile ones.  
 
A new set of problems then arose -- one of complacence, where getting pregnant was no big deal as an easy abortion was now available. I believe that attitude is now swinging back to a middle ground, one where abortions are still legal under the law, but a greater emphasis on prevention is becoming more prevalent.  Please continue this steady shift to prevention (support H.B. 588) while keeping (hopefully) fewer abortions safe and available (defeat H.B. 228).  
 
Please vote against this regressive bill H.B. 228.  Please support H.B. 588.  Give our children the education they need and deserve to prevent unwanted pregnancies. Sex has been around since the beginning of time. It’s not going to go away! Let’s face reality and help young women, not punish them!
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Phyllis Byard

Worthington, OH 43085
Member of First UU Church of Columbus
