Lynn Evans Coons

211 Preston Road

Columbus, Ohio 43209

October 18, 2005

Health Committee

Ohio House of Representatives

State House

Columbus, Ohio   43215

Re:  H.B. 239

Honorable Ladies and Gentlemen:

Since my young adulthood, I have had grave concerns for those women compelled to find abortions – and potential death – in back-alley abortions.  When women were finally given control over their own bodies through the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade, I rejoiced.  

Today you are attempting to turn back the clocks, to once again steal from women the right to make a most private decision based on their own religious beliefs and their consciences.  As a devout Presbyterian Woman, I take great umbrage with this attempt to strip away more of women’s freedoms.  When will you see that no one has the right to legislate a decision that rests solely between a woman and her God? 

Therefore, I strongly urge you to defeat House Bill 239 – because this is still The United States of America, where rights are supposed to be protected, and it is 2005, and women are supposedly NOT second-class citizens or property any longer!

Sincerely,

Lynn E. Coons

Elder, Broad Street Presbyterian Church

760 East Broad Street

Columbus, OH 43205

