Jackie Evangelista

7105 Bridlewood Dr.

Concord, OH 44077-9594

June 10, 2006

Dear Legislators:

House Bill 228 would codify a narrow interpretation of Christianity that is not shared by all Christians, let alone all Americans. Choice permits Americans to base their reproductive decisions on their particular religious views. It forces no one to get an abortion who does not believe it is proper. Let us not codify belief. 

It is, for example, a belief that a baby is fully formed at conception deserving of the protections granted to fully alive humans. While no one would dispute that the process leading to the formation of a human being begins at conception, many would dispute whether that entity possesses all the characteristics defining life. 

Most particularly, it is unclear whether the fertilized egg includes a spirit. Christians self-evidently believe that the spirit is separate from the flesh because they believe the spirit lives on after death. It would seem logical then that the spirit might not inhabit a fetus until it is more fully formed. In fact, Genesis 2:7 suggests a two-step process: "...the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being." The point is that no one–not scientists, not religionists–knows when the spirit occupies the fetus. Given that dearth of knowledge, we should err on the side of freedom. 

In the absence of a rigid definition of life, other reasons for favoring choice can be more prominently factored into a decision about abortion. It has always seemed to me that this world would be a better place if all children were wanted.  Indeed, there is now evidence that this thesis is true.  Economist Steven D. Levitt of the University of Chicago has turned his keen mind to the issue of why crime fell in the Nineties when forecasts of super predators and doom were being broadcast early in the decade.  It turns out that a major part of the reason crime fell is because of abortion. Unwanted babies did not grow up to be criminals because they had been aborted instead.

For these and many other reasons too numerous to list in this short missive, I urge you to vote for freedom and against H.B. 228.

Jackie Evangelista

Concord, OH

