June 11, 2006

To the Members of the Ohio House Health Committee: 

Please oppose HB 228.  This bill not only attempts to infringe upon the rights of American women to act as moral agents over their own bodies, but also attempts to give a state power to enforce state law beyond state boundaries.  No state law should have the overreaching power to convict a person for an act that was not illegal in the location the act occurred.  

The bill also reduces women to being second class citizens, if they can be sued by others for having made choices regarding their own bodies. 

Beyond those items noted, the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States gives all Americans freedom of religion.  The belief that life begins at conception is a spiritual or religious belief.  To attempt to impose this belief on all women is in direct violation of our First Amendment rights.

I am not a member of an organized religion, but my spiritual beliefs and moral values are important to me. So I do not want anyone else telling me what I must believe and how I must act in regard to a decision that involves my most important spiritual and moral values

Thank you,


Emily Boberg Courts


