FOOTNOTES

1. The Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice has just filed an amicus brief in the case of Ayotte v. Planned Parenthood of Northern New England  which includes 42 religious and religiously affiliated organizations as amici curae.  The case involves a parental notification statute which does not contain an exception for protection of health. The Ohio Religious Coalition was one of many state affiliates which signed on to this brief.  The interest of the amici curae is described as follows:

Because amici value life and health, and recognize the many divergent theological perspectives regarding abortion, amici agree that all women whose health is at risk should be free to seek the best available medical advice, without governmental coercion or constraint, in making the difficult decision whether to terminate a pregnancy.  Adherence to these principles compels amici to support Respondents [Planned Parenthood] in this case.

Because the Ayotte case involves similar issues to those presented by H.B. 239, I have borrowed some of the language used in the amicus brief.

2. United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism Resolution on Abortion, Passed at 1991 Biennial Convention, available at http://www.uscj.org/SocPolAbortion_Cpmtr5481/html; see also David M. Feldman, Marital Relations, Birth Control and Abortion in Jewish Law 271-84 (Schocken Books 1974) 1968; Hayim Halevy Donin, To Be a Jew,  140-41 (Basic Books 1972). 

3. The Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist Church 44, 129 (The United Methodist Publishing House 2004). 

4. A Social Statement on Abortion Section IV.B; V.C.  (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Department for Studies, Division for Church in Society 1991), available at  http://www.elca.org/socialstatements/abortion/.

5. Statement on Post-viability and Late-Term Abortion 2 (Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.( 2003).  

6. Reaffirm General Convention Statement of the Episcopal Church 1994, 323-25 (General Convention 1995), available at http://www.episcopalarchives.org/cgi-bin/acts_new/acts_resolution.pl?resolution=1994-A054
7. Right to Choose, Resolution of the Unitarian Universalist Association, General Assembly, 1987. 

8. U.S. Catholic Conference, Statement on Abortion (1985) in The Churches Speak on Abortion 17 (J. Gordon Metton ed., Gale Research Inc. 1989).

9. Frances Kissling, Prayerfully Pro-Choice: Resources for Worship 112 (Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 1999).

10. A Legacy of Choice, Church & Society, Nov./Dec. 2002 at 81 (quoting Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), ‘The Covenant of Life…” (1983).

11. Summaries of these scholarly writings can be found in Sacred Choices; The Right to Contraception and Abortion in Ten World Religions, by Daniel C. Maguire (Fortress Press, 2001)

